(sTeheq rCh for
" me]

Study Guide

By Bob Santos

Search for Me Ministries, Inc.
865 School Street
Indiana, PA 15701

www.sfme.org



The Search for Me - A Journey Toward a Rock Solid Identity - Study Guide
By Bob Santos

Cover by Sam The Intern Hakes (parchment paper by Sam Mugraby @ www.photos8.com)
Interior Design by Sam Hakes and Bob Santos
Edited by Dr. Ruiess Van Fossen Bravo, Julie Geary and Jason Hutchins

ISBN: 978-1-935018-43-8
Copyright © 2011 Search for Me Ministries, Inc.

Please refer to The Search for Me series disks or our website at www.sfime.org for further information re-
garding our copyright policies for The Search for Me study materials.

Search for Me Ministries, Inc. is dedicated to helping Christian organizations reach and grow spiritually
mature disciples of Christ.

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (HCSB) are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002,
2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are
federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

Scripture quotations marked (Message) are taken from the Message Bible, Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001,
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.

Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are taken from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968,
1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org)

Scripture quoted by permission. Quotations designated (NET) are from the NET Bible® Copyright ©1996-2006 by Biblical
Studies Press, L.L.C. (www.bible.org) All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®, Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. (www.zondervan.com)

Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King James Version®, Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright 1996, 2004. Used by
permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

PUBLISHED BY:

Five Stones Publishing

A DIVISION OF:

The International Localization Network
randy2905@gmail.com

ILNcenter.com


http://www.sfme.org
http://www.lockman.org/
http://bible.org/
http://www.zondervan.com/

The Search for Me

A Journey Toward a Rock Solid Identity

Table of Contents

Opening Thoughts ..........c.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneeeennns 5
Chapter 1: Launch into Your Journey!...................... 7
Chapter 2: The Problem with Cain......................... 17
Chapter 3: The Fig Leaf ManiaClub....................... 27
Chapter 4: The NaturalOrder .............ciiiiiinneennn. 37
Chapter 5: The Great Irony of Heaven ..................... 47
Chapter 6: The Cure for Spiritual Scurvy .................. 57
Chapter 7: A Gospel Smoothie .............cciiiiinnen... 67
Chapter 8: The Crabby World of Judgmentalism ............ 77
Chapter 9: How Will I Know? . . ....... ittt 87
Chapter 10: Dead Dog Love . .......cciiiiiitinirnneennennnn 97
Chapter 11: The Great Romance ................ccivunn... 107
Chapter 12: Unfading Glory ... .......coiiiiiiiiinnnn. 117

Debi’s Brownie Recipe .. .........cciiiiiii it innennn. 127



iPoD qam digsuoneal

SUBNSLIY)) [[B 10] W} dY) SI MON
émou] | II!M moH

19710
ou oyI| dIysuone[al aA0[ B Ojul
sSn 0OM 0] awed 9 - Auewiny
a8pn[ 01 owod UpIp Snsof

dUDWOY P35 3yl

pue puejsiopun 0] AI[iqe Ino
puofaq e} sfem ul sn sansind

Il ¥31dVH)
jurerdxa
Auaaeay  InQ JIHLY4 IH] |
ano1 boq preqg 9t daawY
0l 33LdYH)
SOIBUAD
19A00SIPal 0] __._g.<:zumh>._m~u

b d3LdYH)

WSITY LNIWOanf
ERLITI

iAep

INO Ul SSAUAUO JO JINSEAUW MAU
e 0] yaInyD s Sul[ed st poo

wsijpjusawbpnr jo
Pliom Aqqpi) ayy
Q ¥ildVH)

“19JJO

0] Sey pHom siy) Sunpfue uey)
1918013 18] 9OUBOYIUSIS JO OSUIS
5 LRUE] WD 0) SUp UG [ S
Aioj9 Buippjun

2| d11dVH)

—~———=x
A4019

2t Q20D

01

1 22299@d

ifruensuyd

Jo oouesse oYy dseis 01 soye]
2 JBY] [[B SI SPIOM 9AL} 10 INOJ
aiyjoouwg [odsog y

[ ¥31dYH)

d

gVITE )

T 0204909 %

A s

2 220a0D

SN S[Ie JeyMm JO yonw

oS .:U.w wu—OUﬁ:G m,UOO SI 9oeIL)
AAaandg |pnpaidg a0y a4n) ayjg
9 ¥31dYH)

iAuapl usAI3-pos) INOA 19A0ISIP
0] umouyun Y] ojut Asuanol pue
auoz ojwod Inok jo no deis
jAsuanor anoj ojui younni

| d3LdYH)

*SUONEDIJIWE W1d)-3UO] S} pue
ysea) 9y JO 9sned 9y} puejsiopun
19119 9M [uUN pooH) Jo sSUISSI[q
oy} oouoLadxe AnJ jouued I\

uIp) YiM wajqoid ayy
¢ d11dYH)

‘aweys SuLIes) pue

poo Sunqnop sn Yo sey yseid

oy}  woIy

agewep

[e1918[[0D

qn[) plupy ypa7 Biy ay)

¢ dildYH)

‘uonoajIad Jo spIepue)s
[eIow pue [eanno o3 dn aInseawr
0} podU  JUEISUOD
Surynsa1 uoneUWpU0d pue g

Jno  woJaj

T
Snsar

3 Q220

3] woIy 331y 3aq 0} Suo[ [ 9M
19pJQ [PANIDN 3Y]
h 33LdYH)

MY1

B TNADA

iSI19pea] SnoIsI[al Jo aul| SUo[ B ul
JI9yjoue 10 Jayoea] poos e Ajdwis
Uey) OIOW [ONW SeM SNSof
UaAnRaH jo Auod| jpaig 3y

G J3LdYH)



Opening Thoughts

Our hearts are conflicted! In many ways we yearn for adventure and significance while still
craving comfort and security. All too often our fears and insecurities win the day, and so, we
find ourselves as spectators admiring from afar those willing to risk the unavoidable dis-
comfort that always stands as a barrier to greatness.

Isn’t it time for a change? Doesn’t the status quo continue to force you along the slow and
painful road to nowhere? I've certainly had more than enough of the same old, same old.
Perhaps you can relate.

Personally, I just couldn’t wait any longer! In so many ways we weren’t ready to do this pro-
duction, but I simply couldn’t wait for the perfect time to begin this powerful project. If I
had, we’d still be waiting . . . and wondering. The need is too great and the time too late to
warrant further delay on any of our parts.

I'll be perfectly honest up front—this is a real production, somewhat short on outward pack-
aging, but strong on plumbing the depths of the central issues of life. From the set to the
sound to the limited abilities and mispronunciations of the speaker, you will find plenty of
imperfections. But, if you are looking to go beyond the surface to grapple with the core is-
sues of life, I think you will absolutely love this study!

The production of The Search for Me study materials has formed an integral part of my per-
sonal journey as I walk with God. It’s been a lot of work and we’ve faced so many challenges
along the way, but our God has provided the grace and resources to git er done!/ Given the
circumstances, the fact that we were even able to produce this series is nothing short of mi-
raculous. Through our struggles He met us in so many ways!

The production of this study has been a labor of love for so many people. I can’t begin to
mention all them without missing someone who made an important contribution of some
sort. All involved would agree, however, that without the dedicated, tireless work of Sam
The Intern Hakes, the DVD recording of this study would not have happened.

All who have contributed to this work deeply desire to see God’s name glorified and His
Church made whole. Our prayer is that your participation in this study has a profound,
lasting impact on your life and on your relationships with God and others.

Please note that this study was produced as a small group resource to help facilitate the vi-
sion and work of Christian ministries. While there is considerable value in going through
this study on your own, I believe that the greatest benefit will come from utilizing The
Search for Me materials in some type of small group setting.

One beauty of a small group study is that you grow together as you walk with God. Each
person will approach the journey differently. Some are excited to jump in while others will
stand on the bank of the river, dangling their toes in the water as they contemplate their
next move. Observation is okay for a season. Please don’t drag or push anybody in!



Interpersonal relationships can only go as deep as the level of trust that will be established.
Therefore, group discussions should be kept confidential within the group. Possible excep-
tions would involve a person’s physical well-being, anything with legal ramifications, or any
other previously agreed upon criteria.

Transformation begins with personal honesty followed by open and honest dialogue with
mature people we can trust. We are usually not alone in our issues and we can find great
strength through helping each other overcome our struggles. For this reason we have added
discussion questions to help you process the material and to grow together as a group.

Each chapter of the study is divided into three sections in order to help you better navigate
the material. Viewing and discussing one section per meeting is the most effective way to
participate in this study, but we realize that time and circumstances may dictate otherwise.

For those who are tackling an entire chapter per meeting, there is no way you will be able to
cover all of the questions. Thus, some questions are in bold-faced font as per our recommen-
dation. What and how much you cover will be up to each individual group. A question that
strikes one group at a particular time may not mean as much to another.

Some of the concepts discussed may be challenging to grasp—especially for those unfamiliar
with the Bible. That’s okay! Everybody has to start somewhere. Don’t be afraid to ask ques-
tions and don’t be ashamed if you don’t know where certain things are in that big book.
Learning comes with time and effort. Going through The Search for Me series more than
once is highly recommended!

As a teacher I believe that my primary role is to unlock truth and to help you connect the
dots in your understanding of the Christian faith. Knowledge, however, cannot be equated
with growth. Personal effort (and risk) will be necessary if you seek to be truly transformed
by His truth. A reasonable amount of homework is provided with each chapter. The Search
for Me study will take you deeper, but what you gain will in part depend upon the effort you
expend in positioning yourself to receive.

Again, don’t be afraid to ask questions, but please know that an understanding of God’s
truth comes first and foremost as it is revealed by the Holy Spirit. I recommend that you
pray fervently throughout the coming weeks for God to open your eyes and give you the abil-
ity to understand His truth. If you continue to pursue God by faith and submit your life to
His loving hand, clarity will eventually come—and so will a new found freedom!

Enjoy your adventure!
Bob Santos
Teacher/Guide



